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FCCI of Olmsted County is committed to promoting high quality care. After review of the infant
death data as provided by Inspector General Jerry Kerber, FCCI respectfully requests an
independent analysis of the infant death data, inclusive of factors within the infant’'s home and
care environment, is needed due to potential inaccuracies. The data upon which the
recommendations were formed included cases that were directly attributable to provider error, yet
also include cases that were the result of pneumonia, other respiratory infections, heart
conditions, cancer and a case of shaken baby syndrome where the parent was found responsible.
Inconsistencies in the data include a death being listed twice, a broken leg with no indication of
death, and inclusion of a case in an unlicensed care setting. Other cases in the data are still
under investigation.

FCCI maintains that none of the infant mortality panel recommendations are supported by
research showing they will result in fewer infant deaths. FCCI requests that current research is
evaluated in making these recommendations as well as funding new research that will actually
correlate with lowering infant deaths.

Specifically addressing the increase in infant deaths, FCCI places priority in supporting training
that addresses safe sleep for infants in a family child care program.

1. Development of a statewide SIDS and safe sleep curriculum incorporating Shaken Baby
training to provide consistent messaging in a family child care program, training
required every 2 years. Training required for family child care providers, helpers,
substitutes and licensing staff.

2. Adoption of the American Association of Pediatrics’ (AAP) recommendations on safe sleep
with the exclusion of swaddling due to potential for improper swaddling technique and
potential for a loose blanket in the sleep environment. Current DHS rule allows for use of a
light blanket in the sleep environment. FCCI supports adoption of a no blanket policy. FCCI
encourages use of a sleep sack or a swaddle sack in lieu of swaddling or blankets.

3. Developing and defining safe sleep environments based on the AAP’s “routine sleep” within
the home to address infants falling asleep in areas or devices other than a crib/pack n play.
(i.e. arriving at care in car seat asleep, falling asleep in providers arms, falling asleep in
stroller on field trip)

4. Removal of written parent directive for infants alternate sleep position and require a written
doctor directive for alternate sleep position.

FCCI supports improvements that provide consistent, statewide oversight by licensing units with
careful consideration to practical and real life applications.

FCCI respectfully request that any proposed changes include input from Minnesota’s diverse
family child care population, and address geographic needs, and the limitations or barriers to
meeting any proposed change.

Respectfully submitted by the FCCI Advocacy Committee and approved by the FCCI Board of
Directors, January 22, 2013



